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Notes from the President

Winslow Robertson, Grand Mesa Nordic 
Council President

BY WINSLOW ROBERTSON

AS A LONG-TIME GMNC Board 
member, it is an honor to serve as 
President of the organization. I will 
strive to continue the dedicated efforts 
that President Dave Knutson sustained 
during his tenure, but those shoes will 
be hard to fill.

IT IS AN EXCITING TIME for cross-
country skiers on the Grand Mesa, as 
there has been a lot going on over the 
summer. The first thing you may notice 
is the parking area at Skyway has been 
paved, a new entrance added and 
two new toilets in a new location. The 
trailheads will have updated maps and 
signs, courtesy of a generous grant from 
REI and an amazing effort by volunteers 
to plan, design, and install the signs. All 
trail systems were GPS’d and re-mapped, 
reflecting the trail alignment changes.

TRAILS HAVE BEEN WIDENED to 
accommodate our snowcat, and a lot 
of cutting was done to remove the 
blow-down from this spring. The rock-
breaking project is now completed, the 
Ward trails have been cleared, and trail 
intersection signs have been updated, 
which were badly needed. 

NEW SNOWSHOE TRAIL 

WE HAVE ADDED a new 3.5 km 
snowshoe trail at County Line, on a trial 
basis. If it is received well, the USFS 
will allow us to incorporate it into our 
system. To access it, head west out the 
Dog Loop, and follow the snowshoe 
signs.

THE WORK THIS SUMMER, which 
included the hut removal and set-up, 
involved about 25 volunteers, working 
many days over the summer. National 

Public Lands Day was a success, as we 
had over 30 volunteers working on all 3 
trail systems clearing logs, rocks, and 
stumps from the trails. 

And now a word about….DOGS. 

THE USFS will continue the status quo 
on our trail systems. Dogs are required 
to be on a leash within the parking areas, 
and trailheads. We will continue our 
courtesy closure of dogs at Skyway 
(non-regulatory), and Skyway will be 
signed requesting skiers with dogs 
take their pets to a different trail. I ask 
members and non-members to treat 
everyone with respect and civility while 
you are enjoying our incredible skiing. 

We are very lucky to live in Western 
Colorado and to have this amazing 
resource. The GMNC Board of 
Directors, along with dozens of 
volunteers, worked very hard to create 
and maintain our Nordic ski area. I’m 
asking you to support the Grand Mesa 
Nordic Council by becoming a member, 
or renewing your membership now, so 
we can continue to provide the best 
skiing in the state. 
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Look for NEW Trail Signs and Maps

HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE 
2017-2018 SEASON! 
See our website for updates!

www.gmnc.org

• New Board Members! 
• Meet our new Membership 
  Coordinator – Libby Collins
• New Parking Lot at Skyway!
• New Signs: trailheads and on trails
• New Trail Map brochures

• Sign-up or Renew your 
  Membership online at 
  www.GMNC.org
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BY WINSLOW ROBERTSON 

IF YOU WEREN’T already aware 
of it, we received a grant last winter 
to purchase a new Pisten Bully 400 
snowcat. This is a large and powerful 
machine that has a 17 ft. wide tiller 
with 3 tracksetters, and is capable of 
grooming our tails in one-pass in deep 
snow. This has been a game changer 

for skiing on the Grand Mesa, and now 
we can brag of having one of the best 
Nordic ski areas in the country. 

LAST WINTER, not all of our trails were 
wide enough for the new machine. 
This year, all trails at Skyway and 
County Line (with the exception of the 
Summit trail)  have been widened to 
accommodate the Pisten Bully.

AT SKYWAY, the Summit trail has had a 
steep hill re-routed, and it will ski much 
better than in the past. You won’t need 
to pack those heavy Oxygen bottles 
anymore. It is now one-way from the top 
of Sunset.

THE WARD SYSTEM has had a lot of 
deadfall removed from the B/C trails, 
and has new signs and maps. We have 
purchased a new machine for grooming 
at Ward, as it was time to replace our 
old machine. 

BY LIBBY COLLINS

THERE IS A SIMPLICITY about skiing 
through the woods that is not replicated 
in most other aspects of our lives. You 
park at the trailhead, step into your skis, 
and go. 

WITHIN MOMENTS you are on the 
trail, stimulated only by sound of the 
wind in the trees or snow falling  
silently. The details and worries of life 
evaporate into the brisk winter air, and 
31 miles of world-class skate/classic 
ski trails atop the largest flat-topped 
mountain in the world await you. When 
you’re ready for a break, the Skyway 
warming hut offers a cozy place to eat 
your lunch, sit by a fire and visit with 
friends.  

GMNC PUTS THIS experience together 
for you. We hold the permits with 
the U.S. Forest Service, purchase, 
maintain, and operate all the grooming 
equipment, produce trail maps and 
signs, take care of the warming hut, 

and direct all the lessons, races, and 
events. 

GMNC’s pristine trails are open to 
all without trail fees – however this 
amazing experience is not free! The 
grooming that GMNC provides is 
made possible entirely by generous 
contributions from members and donors. 

THE OPERATING and capital costs 
of trail grooming and maintenance are 

Your Membership Matters

approximately $4,000 per week over 
the 18 week ski season. We do not 
receive any funding from state or federal 
agencies. We need everyone’s support. 

Nearly 80% of GMNC’s operating funds 
come from people who purchase an 
annual membership. Join or renew 
today and be a part of our Nordic ski 
community.  

Thank you for your support!

Pisten Bully 400 setting tracks!

Perfect conditions for classic or skate skiing on wide trails groomed by Pisten Bully 400. 

Operations Update
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Trails groomed and maintained by GMNC 

as authorized by US Forest Service.

Map Orientation: 

Face any number sign with the trail map 

in hand (north arrow pointing up). 

The map will be correctly oriented.

             A glimpse of the new trail 
maps that coordinate with the 
new trail signs. All intersections 
are numbered for safe and easy 
navigation around the trails.

GMNC thanks REI for the  
generous grant that was used for 
new signage at the 3-Trailheads 
and on the trails at Skyway,  
County Line and Ward.

Look for new maps online 
soon! www.gmnc.org



Perfect conditions for classic or skate skiing on wide trails groomed by Pisten Bully 400. 

2017-18 Race Series

THE GMNC WILL ONCE AGAIN bring 
you a long season of fun ski racing for 
all types on some of the best snow and 
terrain you can find. 

We start the season early and we’re 
able to stay late. We try to make the 
races challenging for the top athletes but 
also comfortable for the rest of us who 
just want to get out and test ourselves 
against a fun course. You can expect 
plenty of hot soup and some good 
raffle giveaways!

Your entry fees and donations go 
towards raising valuable funds for trail 
grooming. Join us in the race series!!

**All events will take place at Skyway 
Nordic Trailhead, sign-up on race day.**

Entry Fees and 4-Race Point Series 
info online at: www.gmnc.org or Tom 
at 970-434-9753
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TOM ELA – GMNC RACE DIRECTOR

CHRISTINA STARK – YOUTH RACES DIRECTOR

Sunday, Dec. 3
WinterStart
5K Classic 11 am
5K Freestyle 12:30 pm
KIDS: 2km (age 7-13)
3-5km (age 14-17)

Saturday, Dec. 30
Grand Mesa Classic
10K Classic 11 am
KIDS: 2km (age 7-13)
3-5km (age 14-17)

Saturday, Jan. 27
CMU Sprints
1K Freestyle, elimination 
heats 2 pm
Sunday Jan 28
Skyway Skuffle
10K Freestyle 11 am

Sunday Mar 18
Mesa Meltdown
5k/20K Freestyle 10 am 
KIDS: 2km (age 7-13)
3-5km (age 14-17)

GMNC RACES

For Adults - Come Ski with GMNC!

Cross country skiing is fun, safe, and  
it’s easy to learn or to improve your  
existing skills with professional instruction. 
GMNC offers Group Ski Clinics, Guided 
Ski Tours and Private Lessons & Tours 
for skiers of all abilities from first timers 
to advanced skiers.

Our instructor team is made up of expert 
XC ski professionals. Skiers who take 
more than one clinic will benefit from 
exposure to different instructors.

GROUP SKI CLINICS
Our group ski clinics are a great way to  
improve your technique in a fun atmo-
sphere with other skiers. We group 6-8 
skiers of similar ability with one instructor to 
allow for an optimal learning experience. 
 

2017-18 Youth Races

CLINICS & TOURS
Sat, Dec. 2: 
Guided Group Ski Tour: 
10 am - 12:30 pm

Sat, Dec. 16: 
Group Ski Clinics 
Classic: 10 am - 12 pm
Skate: 1 - 3 pm

Sat, Jan. 6: 
Guided Group Ski Tour: 
10 am - 12:30 pm

Sat, Jan. 13: 
Group Ski Clinics 
Classic: 10 am - 12 pm
Skate: 1 - 3 pm

Sat, Feb. 3: 
Group Ski Clinics 
Classic: 10 am - 12 pm
Skate: 1 - 3 pm

Sat, Feb. 17: 
Guided Group Ski Tour: 
10 am - 12:30 pm

Classes and Tours Online 
Sign-up at www.GMNC.org

INTRODUCTION TO XC SKIING CLINICS
10 am – 12 pm
Designed for those new to XC skiing. Includes an 
introduction to classic ski equipment and practicing 
beginning classic techniques on groomed trails.  
Waxless skis are recommended for this clinic.

CLASSIC TECHNIQUE CLINIC
Beginner to Advanced groups, 10 am – 12 pm

SKATE SKI TECHNIQUE CLINIC
Beginner to Advanced groups, 1 pm – 3 pm

Class fees and sign-up info online at: 
www.gmnc.org or gmnclessons@gmail.com

Youth races will typically 
include an obstacle course for 
7-13 year old skiers on a 2 km 
course and a 3-5 km course 
for 14-17 year olds not racing 
in adult races. There will be 
awards and prizes as part of 
the series, and recognition by 
age category and gender.  

PLEASE NOTE: 
Children will need to come equipped with their own 
skis this year. Contact Christina at gmnjrt@gmail.
com for more information. www.GMNC.org

GMNC will host 3 youth races this year in coordination 
with the adult races on: 12/3, 12/30, and 12/18. 

Group Ski Clinics

Lee Gelatt Photos

CALLIE WEST – PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Private Ski Lessons and Tours 
available all season: 

go to www.GMNC.org
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What’s New! Grand Mesa Nordic Council

Volunteers working on the Ward trails:  
downfall created major tree cutting!

Skyway parking lot is now paved! There is 
a new entrance to Skyway and 2 new vault 
toilets.

New signage around all trails at Skyway, County  
Line, and Ward. A generous grant from REI 
made these new signs and 3 large 
trailhead signs possible. Project 
spearheaded and put into place 
by countless volunteer hours!

GMNC Events at REI
Thurs, Nov. 16, 6-7:30 pm: 
Winter Navigation on GMNC Trails 
Safely navigating the GMNC Nordic ski 
trail system on Grand Mesa using Avenza 
satellite navigation app, coordinates with 
new trail signage and maps.

Wed. Dec. 6, 6-7:30 pm:
Intro to XC Skiing 

Wed. Jan. 10, 6-7:30 pm:
Intro to XC Skiing

Sign-up for at these events at 
www.REI.com

Great for friends and family who are passionate about  
Nordic Sports and enjoy using the groomed GMNC trails on 

the Grand Mesa.  Certificates are available for GMNC 
Memberships and Nordic Skiing Lessons.

Visit GMNC.org/gift-certificates

Give the Gift 
of Nordic Skiing!!




